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Ohio agriculture is essential to the state’s economy and social fabric of our communities. As part of Extension’s 
commitment to equitable engagement throughout Ohio, a robust urban agriculture team of faculty, staff, students, 
and volunteers serve in the state’s 14 Metropolitan Statical Areas (MSAs). Two primary areas of urban agriculture 
focus include: 

• Urban Agriculture and Food Systems 
• Urban Environmental Horticulture and Urban Forestry 

 
In addition to specialists in a variety of related areas, OSU Extension personnel collaborate with partners and 
volunteers to address local and statewide issues. Addressing the distinct urban context creates connection rather 
than divide along the urban-rural interface. 
 
In urban communities, interest in agriculture continues to grow. Many Ohioans engage in aspects of urban 
agriculture including those growing at home, in community gardens, or through commercial operations. It’s more 
important now than ever to address issues of food security, food safety, economic opportunity, environmental 
sustainability, cultural influences, workforce developments, policy implications, social impacts, and other concerns. 
With multiple jurisdictions and diverse stakeholder perspectives, Extension serves an important role to convene, 
educate, and engage in respectful community participatory research to advance urban agriculture. 
 
The following examples address NUEL and ECOP questions and illustrate some of Extension’s urban ag initiatives 
in Ohio. These are just a few examples to demonstrate the geographic reach and programmatic impact in Ohio. 
 
Extension eliminates food deserts and addresses food security through urban agriculture. 

• OSU Extension personnel serve on and/or lead local food policy coalitions at local and state levels.  
• OSU Extension, Cuyahoga County receives Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding 

through the City of Cleveland for a Summer Sprout program that provides soil testing, seeds, starter 
plants, soil amendments, tilling services, raised bed materials, educational outreach and support to 
participating gardens. There were 17,106 pounds of produce donated from the gardens. OSU Extension 
works with community partners, including the City of Cleveland Land Bank, who develops land tenureship 
for garden sites. In 2022, Summer Sprout supported 144 community gardens in the City of Cleveland. 
Community gardens in Cleveland are diverse; neighborhood clubs, schools, faith-based groups, non-profit 
agencies, and many others. 2022 Summer Sprout Annual Report 

• Produce Perks is a SNAP incentive program based out of Cuyahoga County that was developed by 
partners of the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Food Policy Coalition (FPC) and administered by Ohio State 
University Extension, Cuyahoga County. The Produce Perks SNAP incentive program is offered to all 
residents receiving SNAP benefits each time they shop at a participating farmers’ market or farm stand. 
2022 statewide impacts – $3,962,076 in healthy food sales; 34,931 low-income households served; 1,200+ 
farmers and Ohio-owned business owners impacted.    

• OSU Extension Franklin County has been part of The Buckeye ISA grant partnership that includes 
Nationwide Children's Hospital, Ohio State dining services, the Initiative for AgriCultural Transformation as 
well as seven community liaisons to teach families with children how to grow their own food to provide for 
their personal and family food security as well as have the opportunity for sales to The Ohio State 
University as a small food production business.  

• Dayton, Ohio Community Center to sustainably diminish a local “Food Desert” 
• OSU Extension Hamilton County worked to help make the Northside Farmers Market a place for 

customers to find healthful and affordable food and where the vendors could also thrive. 
• In 2021, Franklin County donated 31,478 Pounds of fresh produce to 28 food pantries and taught 412 

individuals how to grow vegetables, fruit, and herbs. 
• OSU Extension has partnered with the Ohio State’s Office of Student Life to pack at least 175,000 shelf-

stable meals each of the last several years and deliver them to local community partners. 
 

https://www.clevelandgrowingstrong.com/copy-of-urban-agriculture-innovatio
https://www.clevelandgrowingstrong.com/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A8ab0f17d-45be-361d-9511-2983b7e87fd1
https://produceperks.org/
https://foodsystems.extension.org/agriculture-and-natural-resources-anr-program-montgomery-county-ohio-working-with-a-dayton-ohio-community-center-to-sustainably-diminish-a-local-food-desert/
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Extension builds new businesses through urban agriculture. 
• Urban agribusiness education is provided by OSU Extension throughout the state. 
• The Ohio Master Urban Farmer program was developed by OSU Extension in Franklin County (Columbus) 

in 2014. The program is a 10-week course designed to give participants the knowledge and skills needed 
to produce and market food in an urban environment. More than 400 individuals have graduated from the 
program in Franklin County. 

• The Market Gardener Training program was developed by OSU Extension in Cuyahoga County 
(Cleveland) in 2011. The program is a 10-week course designed to give participants the knowledge and 
skills needed to produce and market food in an urban environment.  

• In Akron, OSU Extension, Summit County engages with immigrant and refugee communities to assist with 
gardening skills. 

• In Cleveland, financial institutions fund a long-standing Gardening for Greenbacks program, administered 
through the city’s Department on Economic Development and pre-requisite training provided by OSU 
Extension, Cuyahoga County. OSU Extension provides the marketing gardening training program. 

• OSU Extension supports urban environmental horticulture. There are 642 green industry companies based 
in Hamilton County (Cincinnati), with an average number of 15 employees per company. The 642 
companies represent almost 10,000 employees. Floriculture encompasses 226 businesses in Hamilton 
County, ranking 3rd among all Ohio counties in the number of floriculture firms. Cincinnati ranks 7th in the 
state in equivalent wholesale value of the floriculture industry and 6th in covered (greenhouse) production. 
In a typical year OSU Extension, Hamilton County answers over 1,000 questions through calls and e-
mails, provides direct technical support to over 350 green industry individuals, and makes over 100 on-site 
green industry visits. They host 35 educational workshops which earn Hamilton County green industry 
employees more than 250 hours of Ohio Pesticide Applicator License Continuing Education Units (CEUs). 

 
Extension teaches youth workforce skills through urban agriculture. 

• OSU Extension, Franklin County and the Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation hosted ExploreAg camps in 2021. 
ExploreAg was a unique FREE camp experience for high school freshmen, sophomores, and juniors to 
explore various careers in agriculture. Students interacted with and learned directly from teachers, 
scientists, and researchers. Subject areas included food science, precision agriculture, animal science, 
natural resources, management skills, technology, and agricultural business. In addition to the classroom 
experience, scholars participated in field experiences that highlighted cutting-edge research and meet 
industry partners to provide a glimpse of various careers in related fields. Sessions also included soft skills 
such as interviewing, resume building, and public speaking to prepare participants for the workforce.  

• OSU Extension, Franklin County partnered with Scotts Miracle Gro, OSU Extension Farm to School and 
Columbus City Schools to provide the materials and educational outreach to teachers to support the 
development of indoor controlled environment agriculture and outdoor raised bed production experiential 
learning spaces to all 75 Columbus City School Elementary Schools impacting over 37,000 student per 
year in Ohio's largest school district. 

• In Franklin County in 2022, the Urban ROOTS (Reshaping Outreach Opportunities Through Self-
Discovery) program was established through a collaboration with the Franklin County Board of 
Commissioners. Eighth graders from the urban core of Franklin County experience hands-on and 
immersive learning opportunities that focus on food, agriculture, the environment, and related technologies 
in their lives. 

• Growing Garden Leaders 4-H Day Camp, School Garden Conference, SPIN Clubs on soils, gardening, 
flower arrangements have been other Franklin County workforce development programs. 

 
 

 

https://makeitincleveland.org/incentives/gardening-for-greenbacks-program
https://ohio4h.org/newsletter/ohio-4-h-highlights/november-2021/franklin-county-4-h-educator-teaches-youth-agriscience?_gl=1*vsviup*_ga*NTUzNjQ2NjAuMTY2MjQ5MDIzMQ..*_ga_09WC99HMPE*MTY4NzgwNjgyMS4yNTguMS4xNjg3ODA2OTk0LjE4LjAuMA..
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Extension builds community through urban agriculture. 
• OSU Extension hosts and supports Farm to Table events. For example, in the Toledo, OH area, the event 

provides an opportunity for participants to enjoy a breakfast featuring an Ohio-grown and produced menu 
and a self-guided tour. Community is fostered among urban-suburban-rural residents. 

• OSU Extension supports community garden networks in many ways. In Stark County, the Community 
Garden Network is part of extensive urban agriculture initiatives in the Canton, OH area, supported by 
faculty, staff, students, and local community foundations. 

• Master Gardeners are instrumental in fostering community. In Ohio’s 15 most populated counties, 1,339 
Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs) contributed 165,945 hours in 2019 for a value of nearly $2 million. 
OSU Extension’s leadership has attracted diverse volunteers who engage as part of neighborhood 
communities making a real difference with youth, seniors, and everyone in between. 

• The Good Natured Garden Partners, led by OSU Extension, Mahoning County, is a program in 
collaboration with schools and youth programs throughout the Mahoning Valley. Youth groups team up 
with at least one adult to form a "growing team." Teams can also be sponsored by community 
organizations. Each "growing team" plants a garden and then brings their produce and flowers to the "End 
of Summer Garden Party" in order to compete for prizes and recognition. As part of the program, youth 
members gain positive relationships, develop a sense of ownership, generate an appreciation of plants, 
understand food production, and are rewarded through positive behavior and achievement. 

• The Mansfield Microfarm on one of OSU’s regional campuses provides a sustainable urban ag model. Led 
by an OSU urban ag team member and associate professor from OSU’s College of Arts & Sciences, this 
project has been captured in a documentary and this Growing Community article. 

• Learning About Food in Urban Communities, a publication from a HUD-funded project in OSU’s university 
district neighborhood of Weinland Park (OSU Extension, Franklin County). 

• In Mahoning County, OSU Extension staff trained Master Gardener Volunteers for the Veggies and More 
Tour. Participants learned about growing practices, helpful tips, soils, organic production, and more. 

 
Extension teaches about nutrition, agriculture, and food through urban agriculture. 

• OSU Extension’s interdisciplinary approach to education naturally links community nutrition programs, 
agriculture and food systems. With Extension specialists in colleges and units across the university, this 
connects agriculture with public health, nursing, the medical center, and more. 

• Active duty military veterans participate a five-month farming and gardening training program called the 
Heroes Garden. The project was a collaboration between the OSU Extension Franklin County Office and 
the Central Ohio Veterans Administration Healthcare System. Veterans participated in classroom sessions 
on urban farming and gardening topics in the early spring and then planted and maintained a vegetable 
garden at the new Extension Teaching and Learning Gardens at Waterman Farm on campus. Participants 
reported positive health outcomes such as reduced stress levels and increased fresh vegetable 
consumption by participating in the program. 

• Early in 2020 when consumers were interested in gardening and growing their own food, not only was 
education share about gardening, but also one on Backyard Poultry Production. Many consultations were 
also provided to consumers regarding meat processing. 

• 360 Virtual Tours of Model Urban Ag Farms for several areas in Ohio have been recorded and shared. 
• Webinars and Pest ID cards have been created to share with educators and consumers along with urban 

soil information cards. 
 
  

https://mahoning.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/good-natured-garden-partners
https://artsandsciences.osu.edu/news/mansfield-microfarms-craft-sustainable-model-urban-agriculture?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=umar_faculty-staff-newsletter_fy21_oncampus+today+20210329&sfmc_id=0032E00002tKmGQQA0
https://youtu.be/WGQqTlCzaOU
https://si.osu.edu/growing-community-through-mansfield-microfarm-0
https://southcenters.osu.edu/sites/southc/files/site-library/site-documents/dirmark/urbanfoodguideweb.pdf
https://u.osu.edu/growingfranklin/2020/04/05/backyard-poultry-production/
https://urban-extension.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/programs/urban-agriculture-and-natural-resources/urban-agriculture-virtual-tours
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Other 
• Ohio State has urban ag team members engaged in local food system projects, in USDA Urban County 

Committees, the Urban County Farm Bureau Coalition, the National Urban Extension Leaders (NUEL), the 
Western Center for Metropolitan Extension and Research, and other groups. 

• To support peers, the OSU Extension Urban Ag Team is compiling a video series to connect with experts 
in the areas of urban soil, water, pollinators, and indoor growing.  

• Ohio State is advancing a master plan for Waterman, a 261-acre asset on prime Ohio State campus real 
estate. This provides tremendous opportunity to engage multiple stakeholders in urban, indoor, and 
emerging agriculture. 

• Urban Agriculture in Ohio story, published in 2019 
• Ohio State has assisted with education regarding the East Palestine train derailment and is supporting 

producers food production to urban markets. 
• Ohio is hosting the Urban Food System Symposium in Columbus, OH on June 11-13, 2024.  
• Ohio State is building urban ag capacity with CFAES RAISE Urban Cohort (Three Departments), Urban 

Food Systems Specialist (Horticulture), Urban Extension Specialist, plus others. 
• Ohio State has been awarded a cooperative agreement for $1.5 million for 5-year funding of urban 

agriculture-related projects as outline in the proposal. 
• Highlights and data regarding OSU Extension in urban communities.  

https://urban-extension.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/programs/urban-agriculture-and-natural-resources/urban-agriculture-video-series
https://watermanproject.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/
https://cfaes.osu.edu/stories/urban-agriculture-in-ohio
https://urban-extension.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/annualreport

