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Urban Extension
Reflecting on Our Past and Looking Ahead to 2023

Ohio’s urban influence extends throughout the state, reflecting the unique context of each community.
Multiple metropolitan areas link Ohio’s urban, suburban, and rural interests.
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With Extension’s commitment to equitable engagement and equitable opportunity, priorities from the Urban
Extension Plan of Work continue to develop through our focus on people, programs, and partners.
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Ohio and National

OSU Think Tank Series

Insights and Recommendations on
Positioning (awareness & accessibility)
Programs (relevance & impacts)
Personnel (capacity & alignment)
Partnerships (connections & resources)
Integrate into OSU Extension Strategy
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Shift from
0OSU Extension in the City
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October

Urban Extension Networks
0OSU Extension continues to bring together
Ohio's urban Extension professionals,
connect with urban networks, and
foster urban-rural relationships.

Capacity Building
Leveraging resources to hire
new personnel, including Area

Case Study and
County Visits
County visits and analysis
to understand the
real-life context of
urban Extension
scale/diversity/complexity.

national framework.
Urban context includes
scale, complexity, diversity, and
urban-rural interface.
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Leaders, educator positions,
and new faculty.

The OSU vice-provost position
for urban research and
community engagement

begins 2023.

Celebrating and uplifting
urban communities with
recognition of Extension
impacts and partnerships.
Food Kindness project spotlights
Our Urban-Rural Connections —
Where We Live, Work,
Play, Learn & Serve.

Priorities established.
Goals refined through
Think Tank Series and integrated
into OSU Extension strategy.

Urban Context: Scale, Diversity, Complexity, Urban-Rural Connections

In 2022, urban Extension teams engaged with diverse clientele and partners. We welcomed new Extension
leaders in some of our most urbanized areas. We highlighted our work at the National Urban Extension
Conference and other local, state, and national events. We celebrated Urban October, creating meaningful
urban-rural connections and generating significant media coverage.
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In 2023, we will continue expanding urban Extension capacity
through significant investments from the university and partners.
We will host quarterly conversations to connect new and existing
personnel to collectively address what matters most. Together, we're vcscewERT 100
focused on better understanding and navigating Ohio’s urban I
influence and connections along the urban-rural continuum.
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